Eosinophilic pneumonia associated with heroin inhalation: a case report.
Drugs are known to be a cause of pulmonary eosinophilia and several case reports of acute eosinophilic pneumonia associated with the use of cocaine have been reported. The changing pattern of heroin use, with a shift from intravenous use to smoking/inhalation of the substance, may lead to increased prevalence of heroin-induced pulmonary eosinophilia. We report on a case of a patient who had been inhaling heroin for about ten years. He presented with fever, cough, dyspnea and pleuritic chest pain. Chest radiograph showed unilateral pleural effusion with segmental atelectasis. Examination of pleuritic fluid aspirate and bronchoalveolar lavage fluid revealed significant eosinophilia. He was diagnosed with acute eosinophilic pneumonia. Rapid remission was achieved after heroin abstinence and initiation of corticosteroid treatment.